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the capture of Seringapatam. The College was
established with a Provost and a Vice-provost, and
a large staff of professors of all sorts of subjects,
and elaborate arrangements were made for the
instruction and discipline of the young and recently
arrived civilians. This magnificent foundation was
based upon the approval given by the Court of Direc-
tors of the East India Company to Lord Wellesley's
encouragement of a so-called Oriental Seminary,
started by Dr. John Gilchrist upon his own initiative
in Calcutta. Lord Wellesley had taken much inter-
est in Gilchrist's scheme, and had awarded prizes
out of the government funds to certain young civil-
ians who had voluntarily taken lessons in Hindustani
and Persian from Gilchrist When, however, the
Directors learned that their impetuous and uncon-
trollable Governor-General had gone ahead and built
up on Gilchrist's modest foundation the expensive
structure of a great college for the instruction of the
few young men sent out to India every year, they
promptly proceeded to disavow the new creation.
Students of Lord Wellesley's magnificent policy,
misled by his grandiloquent language, are apt to
think that the great proconsul was always in the
right and was unjustly checked in all things by his
niggardly employers. There was, however, a good
deal of truth in the arguments alleged by the Direc-
tors of the East India Company in their despatch
of January 27, 1802, ordering the dissolution of the
College of Fort William and the reestablishment of